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in fourteenth century england a troupe of traveling players gathers information about a
local murder and incorporates it into their play in hopes of drawing a larger audience

the croxton play of the sacrament which survives in a single sixteenth century copy
dramatizes the physical abuse by five muhammad worshipping syrian jews of a host the
bread consecrated by a priest during the christian mass the text is the work of a
playwright possessed of a tremendous theatrical imagination notwithstanding his choice
of subject matter

this book is an exploration and critique of playback theatre a form of improvised theatre
in which a company of performers spontaneously enact autobiographical stories told to
them by members of the audience with more than ten years experience with playback
theatre york the author introduces the reader to the basics of playback theatre

this latest guide in the highly successful bloomsbury must reads series depicts 100 of
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the finest historical novels with a further 500 recommendations if you want to expand
your reading in this area or gain a deeper understanding of the genre this is the best
place to start

this early work by booker prize winning author barry unsworth chronicles one of his
literary obsessions the corruption of innocence and forms it into a compelling
contemporary narrative set in the rambling overgrown grounds of an english estate
when a good looking gardener begins work at their estate the two women of the
household find themselves falling under the potent spell of his strength and seeming
innocence

barry unsworth a writer with an almost magical capacity for literary time travel new york
times book review has the extraordinary ability to re create the past and make it relevant
to contemporary readers in land of marvels a thriller set in 1914 he brings to life the
schemes and double dealings of western nations grappling for a foothold in
mesopotamia now iraq in the dying days of the ottoman empire somerville a british
archaeologist is excavating a long buried assyrian palace the site lies directly in the path
of a new railroad to baghdad and he watches nervously as the construction progresses
threatening to destroy his discovery the expedition party includes somerville s beautiful
bored wife edith patricia a smart young graduate student and jehar an arab man of all
duties whose subservient manner belies his intelligence and ambitions posing as an
archaeologist an american geologist from an oil company arrives one day and insinuates
himself into the group but he s not the only one working undercover to stake a claim on
iraq s rich oil fields historical fiction at its finest land of marvels opens a window on the
past and reveals its lasting impact

barry unsworth s losing nelson is a novel of obsession the story of a man unable to see
himself separately from the hero he mistakenly idolizes admiral lord nelson charles
cleasby is in fact a nelson biographer run amok he is convinced that nelson britain s
greatest admiral who finally defeated napoleon and lost his own life in the battle of
trafalgar is the perfect hero but in his research he has come upon an incident of
horrifying brutality in nelson s military career that simply stumps all attempts at
glorification

a powerfully done times literary supplement and tantalizingly semi autobiographical
novel from the author of the booker prize winning sacred heart

in this edgy and masterfully written novel booker prize winning author barry unsworth
explores the themes of the corruption of innocence and the complications of lust
farnaby a young englishman in istanbul researching a thesis on ottoman fiscal policy is
nervous at his reunion with the celebrated mooncranker who once so fatefully
influenced and disturbed his life mooncranker a famous intellectual is now a pitiful
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alcoholic deserted by his secretary and lover miranda the woman farnaby secretly loved
with the violence of youth mooncranker sends him to find miranda at a notorious
turkish spa on the grounds of an ancient city where sex is known to come along with the
price of the room there farnaby tries to understand mooncranker s gift to him as a boy of
thirteen which has tainted his life ever since as he finds himself a pivotal figure in the
eccentric destinies of the other residents of the spa

winner of the booker prize a historical novel set in the eighteenth century sacred hunger
is a stunning engrossing exploration of power domination and greed in the british
empire as it entered fully into the slave trade and spread it throughout its colonies barry
unsworth follows the failing fortunes of william kemp a merchant pinning his last chance
to a slave ship his son who needs a fortune because he is in love with an upper class
woman and his nephew who sails on the ship as its doctor because he has lost all he has
loved the voyage meets its demise when disease spreads among the slaves and the
captain s drastic response provokes a mutiny joining together the sailors and the slaves
set up a secret utopian society in the wilderness of florida only to await the vengeance of
the single minded young kemp

barry unsworth returns to the terrain of his booker prize winning novel sacred hunger
this time following sullivan the irish fiddler and erasmus kemp son of a liverpool slave
ship owner who hanged himself it is the spring of 1767 and to avenge his father s death
erasmus kemp has had the rebellious sailors of his father s ship including sullivan
brought back to london to stand trial on charges of mutiny and piracy but as the novel
opens a blithe sullivan has escaped and is making his way on foot to the north of
england stealing as he goes and sleeping where he can his destination is thorpe in the
east durham coalfields where his dead shipmate billy blair lived he has pledged to tell
the family how billy met his end in this village billy s sister nan and her miner husband
james bordon live with their three sons all destined to follow their father down the pit
the youngest only seven is enjoying his last summer aboveground meanwhile in london
a passionate anti slavery campaigner frederick ashton gets involved in a second case
relating to the lost ship erasmus kemp wants compensation for the cargo of sick slaves
who were thrown overboard to drown and ashton is representing the insurers who
dispute his claim despite their polarized views on slavery ashton s beautiful sister jane
encounters erasmus kemp and finds herself powerfully attracted to him lord spenton
who owns coal mines in east durham has extravagant habits and is pressed for money
when he applies to the kemp merchant bank for a loan erasmus sees a business
opportunity of the kind he has long been hoping for a way of gaining entry into britain s
rapidly developing and highly profitable coal and steel industries thus he too makes his
way north to the very same village that sullivan is heading for with historical sweep and
deep pathos unsworth explores the struggles of the powerless and the captive against
the rich and the powerful and what weight mercy may throw on the scales of justice
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donald cuthbertson prided himself on being a model for his students and teachers but
he had lately begun to lose his focus degree day is approaching along with a birthday
party for his wife lavinia who is not going quietly into middle age her lavish costume
party provides the revelers with a darkly comic resolution to romantic dalliance and
political intrigue

this volume offers a series of analyses on the renewed interest of western culture in
themes and aesthetic proposals that either look back to the past or recreate future
worlds the turn of the century has witnessed artistic efforts to reconsider past literary
and cinematographic forms and adapt them to the new social concerns of contemporary
artists and readers viewers similarly science fiction and utopian narratives have
attempted to reshape the world as we know it and speculate about the mysteries the
future might hold for us this book includes contributions that focus on and
problematise the dialogue between past present and future in literary works and films
produced within the english speaking context in the last two decades of the 20th
century it is divided in five sections maps of the postmodern the postcolonial
experience stories revisited popular narrative genres and views of the future which
attempt to include all the motifs associated with that dialogue from the interaction of
memory and history to the reformulation of old stories and forms or the representation

of dystopian and utopian futures

in 1908 englishman robert markham is appointed to the british legation in turkey
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with you in mind,
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